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Discovering the village of Askas 

 

The sun has just risen and with 2 friends we begin from Nicosia for our trip to Askas. We are 

planning to stay there the whole day… We heard that a small cafe makes a nice coffee and we 

look forward to enjoying it! 

 

 

  

The view of the village 

 

By car, the journey from Nicosia will take less than an hour, about as long as the 

journey from Limassol. 

info 
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At the big turn, approaching the village from the east, 

we saw a settlement built of stone, densely structured, 

built gradually based on the slope with the orientation 

mainly north-east.  

As we walked, we saw a variety of crops, such as olives, 

almond trees, hazelnuts, various fruits, cherries and 

vineyards. A unique alternation of colours, aromas and 

senses made us realize that we had to let go of what we 

had in mind and connect with the earth and its 

beauties. 

 

 

 

 

At the entrance of the village we passed by the park of the Missing Persons and the monument 

"Christakis Ioannou" [point 15 on the map] where we 

stopped for a while. Then, we proceeded and turned 

right on the Holy Cross street. There, we found a spot 

where we left the car and continued on foot.  

Our gaze was left wandering to the surrounding peaks. "In winter you may see snow", we 

thought... Before we could start our walk, a small black dog came and welcomed us. In the 

process we learned that it is the "mascot" of Askas that accompanies every visitor! We walked 

The vineyards of Askas 

 

Due to the dense construction, you can see very few trees in the village, with the 

vines standing out impressively. A range of green colour seems to surround Askas. 

 

info 

 

In this way, the problem of the 

lack of parking in the centre of 

the village is reduced! 

tip 
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and entered the centre of the village, facing the rich history that is hidden in this place. 

Facing the characteristic stone houses and walking on the picturesque cobbled streets, we felt 

the magic of this place.  

Our curiosity about this place prompted us to search 

the internet where we learned that it is unclear when 

exactly the settlement of Askas was first built, while 

most of the buildings are estimated to be over 200 

years old. In front of an inner door, in a basement 

where pitharia (terracota pots) were kept, the date 1381 was revealed, which was covered with 

a thin layer of clay, when one day someone put his hand there. This finding indicates that the 

village existed during the Frankish period, if not earlier even… 

While reading about the fascinating 

history of Askas, we suddenly heard 

a sweet voice telling us warmly 

“Welcome to our place! Where are 

you from?”. It was yiayia (grandma) 

Eleni. “We are from Nicosia”, we told 

her, reciprocating the smile. After we 

confessed that it was our first visit to 

Askas, she offered to take us to 

“Loura”. “It’s the best spot of our 

village!”, she said. Without a second thought, we followed her.  

 

 

Askas has the power to take you back in time, many generations ago. 

info 

 

In Askas, there is free Wi-Fi 

wherever you go, to search and 

...to learn! 

tip 

Eleni Panteli 
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 He showed us the small fields of the residents, 

where they had planted all sorts of things, such as 

legumes, various vegetables and fruits. We were 

impressed when we found some local flower 

gardens.  

 Conversation after conversation, we arrived at "Loura", where it is a point opposite the village, 

where the nature trail "Kato Vrysi" ends. The view from there was really wonderful. At the top of 

the settlement, the primary school stood out imposingly [point 1 on the map]. 

 

 
  

 

Yiayia Eleni knows everything 

about all the best spots in Askas 

and she can tell you many stories 

that she experienced in many of 

them! 

! 

tip 

 

The architecture of the school is very different from anything else in the village. It is a 

neoclassical building with features that are reminiscent of the Parthenon. 

Info 

The view of Askas from Loura 
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The view of the stone settlement pushed us to descend from the path "Kato Vrisi" [point 14 on 

the map] and reach the lower point of the village [point 10 on the map].  

 

 

A large area of hazelnut trees spread in front of us and with their dark green colour, they took us 

to a magical world. Under a very tall walnut tree and facing the dense foliage of the hazelnuts, 

we met Mrs. Popi who was sitting and enjoying the sound of the running water of the lower 

fountain ... “You will hear the chirping of nightingales, swallows and other birds here... You will 

feel the peace and tranquility that only nature can offer," she told us. 

  

Traditional House in Kato Vrisi 
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We started going uphill and penetrated the narrow 

streets. We noticed that the houses are built in a 

very special way. Infused with each other, glued to 

each other, without space for yards. 

With the stone mansions built on top of each other 

without having clear central entrances, a beautiful, 

multi-level architectural character is created on 

the mountain slope...   

 

 

 

 

  
A narrow street filled with flower pots 

 

The houses in Askas consist mainly of three floors. On the ground floor, it was 

usually the stable with the animals and above the two other floors, where the family 

lived. This peculiarity is considered to be a unique feature of Askas village. 

info 
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And we reached a crossroads... we realized that the layout 

of the village and the streets is reminiscent of something 

like a maze. Fortunately, we found Mrs. Anastasia there, 

who is a frequent visitor to Askas and explained to us that 

you will not get lost in Askas. "Wherever you go, all the 

streets lead to the central parts of the village. The options 

for exploration are countless and always a hidden beauty 

awaits you in the next turn!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We decided to go to the right and found ourselves in the Holy Cross square, above the church of 

the same name [point 9 on the map]. 

 

 

  

Part of the “labyrinth”… 

 

The church of the Holy Cross is a three-aisled basilica and its construction is 

estimated around the 14th to 15th century. A remarkable thing in this church is the 

mural of Saint George in full size, holding his pole and riding on his horse. 

 

info 
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There we saw a young man greeting us. It was 

Marios, the mayor of the village who welcomed us 

to the building of the Community Council [point 8 

on the map], a restored building which many 

years ago functioned as the girls' school in the 

area. At the same time, he told us about the 

churches of the village where we learned that 

there is a chapel of Agia Paraskevi - Agia Christina, 

2 km northwest of the village in a beautiful 

location [point 18 on the map].  

 

 

 

 

"My dear Vasilijia!" (a caring expression, 

indicating the basil tree, stemming from the 

name Vasilou)  the mayor suddenly exclaimed 

and introduced us to Grandma Vasilou who 

was going to drink her coffee with her 

neighbour. 

 

  

Traditional house with vines 

Vasilou Anastasi 

 

Yiayia Vassilou can put together 

the quirkiest tsiattista (Cypriot 

oral poetry). Challenge her and 

you will see!!! 

tip 
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We left the lower neighborhood and went uphill. Every corner a surprise, every narrow street a 

new opening. All the images around us strongly carried the character of the area. We realized 

that local materials play a dominant role in building houses. Stones, wood, handmade floor slabs, 

cane roofs and large wooden beams.  

 

 

During our walk, we realised that only a few houses are restored, while many were left to decay 

over time. 

   

Dry stones dominate inside and outside the village 

 

The houses are built with all kinds of rocks from the area, in a style known as 

"Askotiko" that spread to other areas. 

info 



  
   

  
 

The European Commission's support for the production of this publication is not an endorsement of the content, which only 

reflects the views of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the 

information contained therein.  

Project number: 2019-1-IT02-KA204-063176 

 

As we continued our walk, we suddenly heard voices 

from above. Turning up, we saw a group of about 10 

people on an open roof. Without missing a chance, 

we stopped short to find out what was going on. 

"Let's tie the roof", we heard them shouting at us, 

and we took the courage to approach the spot. Elena and Theodosia explained to us that they all 

gathered to tie the roof in the traditional way, with canes (kalamia). As we were told, the whole 

family collected these canes for a long time and prepared them to place them masterfully on the 

roofs of the house. 

 

 

  

 

If during your visit you pass by a 

house that is being restored, you 

have many secrets to learn! 

tip 

A family in Askas that ties the roof with canes (kalamia) 
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We proceeded to the square "KOT" [point 2 on the 

map], where we rested and relaxed. We continued 

to the olive mill [point 3 on the map] and the church 

of Timios Prodromos [point 4 on the map], in the 

green valley of Ampelia. 

 

 

The church stood imposing in front of us, with its carved bell tower and the huge cypress trees 

that were located around.  

 

 

 

 

Take your time, listen to the birds, 

the air and the water from the 

river Askas that crosses the village. 

Do not rush… Relax… 

tip 

The hazelnut forest of Ampelia 
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We started to feel tired and we decided to take a 

break. We went up to the main road again and sat 

down at Mary’s cafeνείο. Yiota and Takis, the owners, 

urged us to sit on the terrace to enjoy the view.  

 

At the next table, Eva 

and Marilena, also 

visitors to Aska, were 

discussing the origin 

of the village's name. 

We joined them and 

while searching, we 

learned that there are 

different versions of 

the origin of the 

name. Perhaps it 

comes from its first 

inhabitant, who was engaged in the making of bags (“askos”) or from a medieval family of nobles 

who had the surname Askas. Another version is that the name of the village is said to have come 

from the way the village is built, on the slope ("skasma") of the mountain.  

 

Timios Prodromos is the main church of the village and is a three-aisled basilica 

whose construction is dated back in the 15th century. Its unique murals will make 

you study them for hours.  

info 

 

Ask Yiota if she has fresh milk 

pudding (galaktompoureko) or a 

cool machalepi in the summer! 

The taste will be unforgettable!! 

tip 

The relaxing view of Askas 
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After taking a strong dose of relaxation, we 

continued our journey to see what else this place 

has to offer. We passed by the traditional cafe 

"Klimataria" where Kostis, the owner of the cafe, 

greeted us warmly.  

 

We went down and dived back into the tradition. 

On our walk we saw many stone fountains in 

various parts of the village. Specifically, we will 

remember vividly the "Fountain of Fkiakas" (fkiakas 

in Cypriot is an adjective used for someone with big 

ears), not so much for its name (as one would imagine), but for the house which is built next to 

it. It was there that the great painter Costas Stathi lived, as the locals told us.   

 

Sipping Cypriot coffee under the 

vine of Kostis is something else! 

tip 

Picturesque streets in the center of the village 

 

Indulge in the vivid images and 

colours of Askas and bring out 

your artistic nature … 

tip 



  
   

  
 

The European Commission's support for the production of this publication is not an endorsement of the content, which only 

reflects the views of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the 

information contained therein.  

Project number: 2019-1-IT02-KA204-063176 

  

 

Costas Stathis (1): A pioneer painter of Cypriot painting who was born in Askas. The 

landscape, the colors, the smells and the weather of Askas defined the psyche and 

the thought of this unrecognized painter. He lived in Askas for most of his life. The 

painter's house is located near Palea Vrisi and is being renovated. The great 

theatrical performance "Antronikos the Painter" tried to highlight this great 

painter. 

(1) Costas Stathis, The Uknown Painter of Cyprus (1913 – 1987) A real 

revelation - Nikiforos Orfanos 

 

info 

Weavers Poppies 
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We went and found ourselves in front of a very special and different building [point 5 on the 

map]. Mrs. Panayiota, who was passing by, told us that this is "Ppolitsi", the old police station of 

the village. "Ppolitsi", although it maintains an obvious uniformity with the rest of the village, has 

a special feature. Its sloping roof almost touches the ground and its entrance is on the side, at a 

lower level. 

 

 

 

We said goodbye to Mrs. Panayiota, as we found 

ourselves in front of a red Vespa. We thought about how 

strangely it fits into the landscape. Before we could 

finish our thinking, Kyriakos found us and introduced 

himself to us and suggested that he accompany us on 

our walk. He helped us to pay attention to various 

special elements of the village, the "small gems" as he 

calls them. 

Panayiota Polydorou 

 

Mrs. Panayiota is a great weaver! 

If you meet her, ask her to guide 

you to the small weaving 

workshop [point 6 on the map] 

that she maintains and if you are 

up for it, sit down and let her 

teach you how to weave! 

 

tip 

Kyriakos Tsiftes 
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The carved wooden doors and windows, intricate 

patterns as well as the bright and vibrant colours on 

the front doors were some of these gems. These 

elements gave a different impression to the stone-

built Askas. 

Kyriakos showed us that no matter how many walks 

you take, you always discover something new!    

Carved front door 

Door with bright colour 

 

Kyriakos, in addition to being a 

great tour guide, also makes his 

own craft beer! He will be happy 

to enjoy a bottle with you! 

tip 
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We finished our tour and after filling our minds and souls 

with unique and unforgettable experiences… it was time 

to fill out stomachs, too! We went to one of the nearby 

restaurants and after eating, we realised that we did not 

want this experience to end so quickly. 

And… why don't we stay, we wondered. And we did…! 

 

  

Breakfast overlooking Askas! 

 

In Askas there are 2 dining 

options. First, the restaurant 

"Pernia", where the delicious, 

home-cooked food stands out, 

and at the same time you can 

drink wine and zivania that they 

produce themselves. The second 

is the taverna "To Steki tis 

Paradosis", where Marios will 

make sure you fully enjoy 

delicious grilled meats and many 

other gastronomic goodies! 

tip 

 

The options for accommodation 

are many and for every taste! You 

can choose between the 

accommodations "Lychnos", "The 

house of Eugenia", "Archontiko 

Askas", "Pernia Rooms ", "Lulu's 

Place" and "Tina's Country 

Home". 

tip 
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Part of Askas’ map 
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Glossary  

Tsiattista: lively, impromptu oral poetry in Cypriot dialect. More here. 

Yiayia: granny, grandmonther. 

Galaktompoureko: Galaktoboureko is a Greek, Turkish, and Syrian dessert of semolina custard 

baked in fyllo pastry, and drizzled in sugar syrup or honey when it gets out of the oven. It is 

considered a traditional delicacy also in Cyprus. 

Machalepi: Mahalepi is basically corn flour custard in a sweet rosewater cordial. Mahalepi is a 

popular summer dessert in Cyprus. It is usually served on a hot summer's day with extra sugar 

and rose water as a cold refreshing dessert. 

Zivania: Zivania or zivana is a Cypriot pomace brandy produced from the distillation of a mixture 

of grape pomace and local dry wines made from Xynisteri and Mavro grapes. The name of zivania 

is derived from zivana which means pomace in the Greek dialect of Cyprus.  

Taverna: A small Greek / Cypriot restaurant offering traditional delicacies known as “mezes”. 

 

  

https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/tsiattista-poetic-duelling-00536


  
   
  
 

  

 

 


