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Route 1: Luppe-Aue 
 

This route combines cultural, historic, and natural heritage. It is located in the north-west of Leipzig 

and can be done either by foot or by bike. Not many tourists venture north of the city center, and 

most people know the area mainly for the airport and the hubs of DHL, Porsche, and Amazon. 

However, as this route shows, there is much to explore! 

We suggest to take the tram line 11 from the city center to the station “Wahren” and walk to the first 

stop, Haus Auensee (about 10 minutes). Alternatively, you can take the bus line 80 which will stop 

directly in front of it. 

You can also ride a bike from the city 

center along the Luppe dike to the first 

stop. Once you enter the park at the 

University's sport campus (tram stop 

“Sportforum”), you can ride undisturbed by 

car traffic. The bike path will bring you to 

the other side of the Auensee and you can 

start your tour with point 2, the railway, 

followed by Haus Auensee. 

The route is not very wheelchair-friendly 

due to longer distances and cobblestones. However, there is parking available close to all stops, so 

one could travel by car to the individual points. 
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North-west of the Leipzig city center, nestled 
between the rivers Neue Luppe and Weiße 

Elster, lies the lake Auensee. It came into being 
through the mining of gravel for the main 

station. 

Between 1914 and 1931, Auensee was the 
location of one of Europe’s largest amusement 

parks, the Luna Park.

It included a scenic railroad ride, a hippodrome, 
a dance hall, and a public beach.

Haus Auensee originally housed the main 
restaurant of the park, today it is a popular 

location for concerts.

During the day you can enjoy the picturesque 
beer garden under large chestnut trees.

Haus Auensee 
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Parkeisenbahn 

 

 

  

At the Auensee, one of the attractions is the 
ride with the fifteen-inch gauge railway 
(Parkeisenbahn).

The railway leads around the lake Auensee and 
is about 2 km long. 

It was opened in 1951 as an educational offer 
for children, who were the main operators 
during the GDR as part of their communist 
youth group activities. 

That is why the railway was also called 
Pioniereisenbahn (pioneers’ railway) as the 
members of the youth groups were commonly 
known as young pioneers.

Today, you can take a ride in open air carriages 
for a small fee.
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Schlosspark Lützschena 

 

 

 

 

A short bike ride from the Auensee lies the 
castle of Lützschena and the adjacent park. The 
building you see here today was built in 1864 in 
English Gothic Revival Style by Alexander Baron 

Speck von Sternburg.

However, the first documented mention of a 
manor in this place was already in the 13th

century. 

Alexander’s father Maximilian was an 
internationally renowned pioneer in new 

agricultural methods and livestock breeding and 
traveled as far as Russia to share his knowledge.

The Specks were from a bourgeois background 
but earned their title due to Maximilian’s 

achievements. He acquired the castle grounds in 
1822. 

Today, the castle is in private ownership, 
however the park is open to the public and 
visitors can explore the beautiful landscape.
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Auwaldstation 

 

  

If you want to know more about the special location of the 
nature reserve Auwald, you should visit the environmental 

education center and cultural site Auwaldstation at the 
entrance of the park.

It is run by the Förderverein Auwaldstation und Schlosspark 
Lützschena e.V. and offers a wide range of activities, from 

nature walks to readings and concerts

There is no entrance fee.

Since 2020, a nature observation point has been located in 
the crown of an oak tree next to the station at a height of 

nine meters.
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Luppe-Aue 

The Leipzig floodplain forest is a registered landscape 
conservation area and within it there are several other 

protected areas, including the four nature reserves Burgaue, 
the Elster and Pleißeauwald, the Lehmlache Lauer and the 

Luppeaue.

The Leipzig floodplain forest shows that even rare species 
can survive in a large city and that nature conservation, local 

recreation and economic use do not have to be mutually 
exclusive. On our route, we go along the Neue Luppe, an 
artificial canal of 13km which belongs to the local river 

system. 

Since 2012, there have been massive efforts to revitalize the 
Luppe-Aue landscape and protect the unique nature and its 
inhabitants by reconnecting inactive river parts to the rest of 

the flood plain. The Luppeaue has been a nature reserve 
since 1993.

In the east it borders directly to the nature reserve Burgaue. 
It also serves an important function of flood control for the 
cities of Leipzig and Schkeuditz. The extensive waterways 

were formerly used for milling. Most mills in the area have 
been transformed to residential buildings.


