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Route 2: Leipzig Waterways 
 

One of the best ways to explore Leipzig is by boat! You might be surprised but the city has a myriad of 

waterways that give you lots of possibilities to paddle and row, for beginners and pros alike. Your exact 

route will depend on where you rent your boat and how fit you are, but we give you some suggestions 

of popular spots along the way. By boat, you can discover lots of Leipzig’s culture and history from a 

new perspective.  

A popular tour is through the floodplain forest (Auwald), which is Leipzig's green lung and a nature 

reserve, home to many rare species. If you are really lucky, you might even see a king fisher! However, 

due to preservation regulations, you should check before your trip whether there are any restrictions 

for boats during that time. 

Note that especially on days with nice weather it might be a good idea to call ahead at the boat rentals 

and check if boats are available. You can also check if guided tours are offered for additional 

information. Here are some of the most popular possibilities to rent boats: 

1. Stadthafen Leipzig (city harbor): Take a tram from the main station to the stop „Sportforum” 

or “Westplatz”. You can also walk from the city center but it will take at least 30 minutes. 

2. Klingerweg: Take the tram to stop „Klingerweg“ or „Nonnenstraße“. You can also ride your 

bike through the Clara-Zetkin-Park. 

3. Rennbahnweg: Right next to the historic race track in the Clara-Zetkin-Park. Ride your bike 

through the park or walk.  

Many of the spots can also be visited by via tram, car or bike. So if you are not willing or able to paddle, 

this route is still available to you.  
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Elsterflutbett 

The Elster flood bed is 
an artificial river 
course and right 

tributary of the Weiße 
Elster. It relieves the 
course of the river in 

the area of the 
districts Schleußig and 

Plagwitz.

The flood bed is used 
for training Leipzig's 

water sports 
enthusiasts, especially 
for canoeing, kayaking 

and rowing.

Calm waters make this 
area a great start for 

beginners.
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Karl-Heine-Canal 

 

 

  

The Karl Heine canal is the most 
famous water way in the city and 
was named after one of its most 
influential citizens.

Karl Heine (1819-1888) was an 
entrepreneur who shaped the 
Western parts of the city. His vision 
was to connect Leipzig to Hamburg 
via water. 

While you still cannot go to 
Hamburg from Leipzig by boat 
(75km water ways are missing), on 
the canal you pass some of the most 
iconic buildings of Leipzig's industrial 
heyday in the 19th century.

Today, the neighborhood of Plagwitz 
is particularly popular with young 
families and students. Once on dry 
land, you will find many novelty 
shops and restaurants here.

The Karl Heine canal is one of the 
most popular spots for a boat tour in 
the city.



[Hier eingeben] 
 

 
 

Harbors in the city 

 

 

The Lindenauer Hafen is a more recent addition 
to the water ways, it was connected to the Karl-
Heine-canal only in 2015. It is developing into a 
popular residential area.

The 
Kulturhafen
is the home 
of one of 
Leipzig's 
best-known 
event 
locations, the 
Riverboat.

Today the 
harbor is not 
active but 
still a hotspot 
for people 
who seek 
attractions 
off the 
beaten track.

The 
Stadthafen is 
located only 
a stone's 
throw away 
from the city 
center.
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Cospudener See 

Cospudener See is a former mining site 
that has been transformed into a lake.

It is one of Leipzig's 
hot spots in the 
summer.

You will paddle 
through the 
floodplain forest to 
get there.

But you can also 
ride your bike 
from the city 
center with barely 
any traffic!
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en

