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Route 4: Leipzig’s hidden gems 
 

Some of Leipzig’s attractions are very obvious choices and will appear in every tourist guide and article 

about the city: The churches St. Thomas (Bach and choir) and St. Nicholas (location of the Monday 

peace prayers that helped initiate the Peaceful Revolution), the renowned museums and the 

Baumwollspinnerei (cotton mill) with its artists’ studios and exhibitions, the “Karli” (Karl-Liebknecht-

Straße) with its abundance of cafés and restaurants, the and the world-famous concert hall 

Gewandhaus. That is not to say you should not visit those sights—they are absolutely worth your time 

and will be great choices when you first come to Leipzig. But are you willing to get off the beaten path? 

Then you can stick with us on this tour that will take you to some of Leipzig’s hidden gems. 

You can do this tour on its own or combine it with stops from the other routes, especially the Famous 

Women of Leipzig. 
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Around the Eisenbahnstraße 

Just a head’s up: The Eisenbahnstraße does not exactly have a stellar reputation.  A few years ago, 

yellow press media outlets declared it the “worst street in Germany” due to poverty, crime, and drugs.  

So if you research this area, these news might cross your screen. However, what these reports do not 

tell you is that the area is also developing into one of Leipzig’s most interesting neighborhoods and 

certainly gives you a very different perspective on the city than a soiree at the cabaret in the city center 

(we do have excellent cabaret, by the way). Just apply usual rules of caution when moving around, and 

you will be rewarded with worthwhile insights and experiences. 
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Around the Eisenbahnstraße you find a bristling 

multicultural neighborhood and old-world charm. 

Many artists who could not afford the gentrifying 

Western parts of the city migrated here and, 

accordingly, many students and hipsters followed 

suit. In a way, this neighborhood exemplifies the 

process Leipzig has been undergoing for the last 10-

15 years: Traces of the post-Cold War era are still 

obvious but the staggering influx of people in the 

decade has spurred renewal all around. 

In this area, rents are still relatively affordable 

and the adjacent side streets have beautiful 

Wilhelminan buildings which are being 

renovated one by one.  This also means, 

however, that living costs will rise and already 

real-estate is a popular speculation object. 

“Gentrification” has been a buzz word in 

Leipzig for quite a while now. The area around 

the Eisenbahnstraße certainly is a bit grittier 

and much less polished than the city center or 

other neighborhoods, but that makes it more 

‘realistic’ in a way as well.  
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If you need a break from the hustle and bustle of the Eisenbahnstraße, make a stop at the park Rabet, 

where you can hang out on lush green hills or use the time to get fit: This park was clearly designed to 

provide exercise opportunities for the locals. There is a soccer and a beach volleyball field, a small skate 

arena and several playgrounds. There is a 1 km track around the park for runners with markers for the 

training.  
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For little bit of local culture and art, visit the 

Pöge-Haus at Hedwigstraße 20.  Apart from 

exhibitions, the cultural center also offers 

workshops and other activities. Together with 

the artist Diana Wesser, they also created an 

audiowalk about the Eisenbahnstraße which 

you can download on their website (German 

only). 

The Pöge-Haus is located next to the Heilig-Kreuz-

Kirche (Church of the Holy Cross) from the year 1894. 

It houses the only cone chest organ still playable in 

Leipzig. 

https://www.pöge-haus.de/de/projekte/hafen-der-stadt/audiowalk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CoQcj3c2nEo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CoQcj3c2nEo
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Panometer 

 

In this former gas holder from the 20th century, the artist 

Yadegar Asisi has been creating the world’s largest 360° 

panoramas since 2003. The exhibition space is 3.500 m² 

big. The panoramas are displayed in the circular main 

room and are 32 meters high. In the middle of the room, 

a 15 m high platform enables visitors to explore the 

massive art work from all points of view. 

 

 

The visual experience is enhanced by background 

sounds, music and a light installation that simulates 

day and night. Each exhibition is under a certain 

theme. The current panorama is a garden scene. 

Past exhibitions featured, for example, the Great 

Barrier Reef and the Battle of the Nations. Asisi plans 

a 9/11 panorama for the future. Each exhibition 

includes a making-of documentary and details of the 

art work.  

The Panometer is an example of how former 

industrial structures can be repurposed for touristic 

and artistic means. Guided tours are available, 

either focusing on the art work or on the venue 

itself. 

 

The Panometer is open daily from 10 am to 

5 pm. Parking is free. If you are using public 

transport, you can go by tram (lines 9 and 

16, stop “Richard-Lehmann-Str.”, plus 10 

minute walk), bus (line 70, stop 

“Altenburger Straße”, plus 5 minute walk), 

or regional train (S-Bahn lines 1 through 5, 

stop “MDR”, plus 15 minute walk). 

 

 

 

AUSSTELLUNG_Foto Tom Schulze © asisi 

Panometer Leipzig © asisi 

GARTEN_Foto Tom Schulze © asisi  
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Fockeberg 

Leipzig is not exactly a paradise for mountain climbers. Most of it is, to be honest, flat as a pancake. This has its 

advantages, for example a bicycle with gear shift is completely unnecessary. It makes it difficult, however, to find a 

good vista point for a view from above. Most people will pay a small fee and use the roof terrace of the City high rise 

(also called MDR tower, Uni-Riese, or ‘wisdom tooth’) at the Augustusplatz for a 360° panorama. When it was built, 

it was the highest building in Germany. The terrace is about 120 m high. 

A less known vista point is the Fockeberg. It is located south of the city center. If you walk up the 850 m long path, 

you are literally treading on history: The Fockeberg is not a natural hill, it is the debris of houses destroyed in World 

War II. It rises 153 m above sea level. In the 1980s it was turned into a green space and today it is a popular spot for 

the inhabitants of Leipzig who want to enjoy the view from the top. Since it offers the rare opportunity for going up- 

or downhill in Leipzig, it is the venue for an annual soapbox race and several other sport events. It is located in the 

Fockestraße, 04275 Leipzig. If you take the bus (lines 60 and 89), get off at the stop August-Bebel-Straße / Kurt-Eisner-

Straße. If going by tram (lines 10 and 11) get off at stop Karl-Liebknecht-Straße / Kurt-Eisner-Straße. You can also ride 

your bike or walk if you are in the Clara-Zetkin-Park. The Fockeberg is located behind the race track. 

 

From the top, you have different views of 

the skyline to one side with all the 

landmarks like the City Highrise and the 

Monument to the Battle of the Nations in 

sight, to the other you can let your eyes 

wander over the vastness of green that is 

the Auwald (Floodplain forest). 
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Deutsches Kleingarten-Museum 

In many large cities in Germany and Europe, you might notice colonies of 

garden plots or allotments. In German, these are called “Kleingärten” 

(small gardens) or more commonly “Schrebergarten”, after a Leipzig 

doctor by the name of Daniel Gottlob Moritz Schreber. Although Schreber 

never actually invented these kinds of gardens, but rather advocated the 

health benefits of physical exercise, his name today is intrinsically tied to a 

German tradition, as the first garden community in Leipzig sprang up 

around the square named in his honor (Schreber-Platz) near the Johanna-

Park. 

About 200 years later, the German Allotment Garden Museum traces the 

history and culture of the allotments. The garden colony is a listed landmark 

and the museum 

opened its doors in 

1996. A permanent 

exhibition at the 

clubhouse details 

the history of the 

“Kleingarten”-movement in Germany and changing 

exhibitions give insights into a variety of related themes. 

Currently, urban gardening is a focus. 

The museum is open all year Tuesday through Thursday, 

10 am to 4 pm. In the summer months, it also opens 

Saturday and Sundays from 10 am to 5 pm. Guided tours 

are available but you will need to call ahead about 2 

weeks in advance for them. Throughout the year, different workshops and events are offered as well. The schedule 

is available on the website. 

The museum is located at Aachener Str. and reachable via tram (lines 3, 4, 7, 15; stop “Waldplatz”) or car (very limited 

parking capacity). 

 

  

Picture: Wikicommons 

https://kleingarten-museum.de/de/besucherservice/jahresplan/
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In the exhibition 
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In the gardens 

 

 
A typical allotment garden around 1900 was primarily used for 
growing vegetables and fruits, rather than spending leisure time. 
Especially in times of economic crises and war, the gardens had an 
important function of feeding families. At the original Schreber 
colony, you can still see that one of the main concern of Dr. 
Schreber was to provide healthy exercise and education for 
children. In the center of the colony is not only the clubhouse but 
also a large free lawn with an adjacent playground. Additionally, 
there are educational offerings for kids. Signs at the gate tell the 
story of each garden. Some have been in the same family for 
decades. 
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Also in the GDR, the 

allotments were important 

for growing food for the 

community. Under the motto 

“A productive garden is a 

beautiful garden,” 1.5 million 

gardeners were organized in 

the state association VKSK. 

The goal was to harvest 

100kg produce from each 

100m² land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The reconstructed GDR garden still looks a lot like many allotments today: Some fruits and vegetables but also many 

flowers, a swing and a hut with a terrace and a kitchen. With a keen eye, a visitor can spot the improvisations that 

were necessary under the communist regime, though.  
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The historic former clubhouse in the center of the 
garden colony now houses the museum, a 
restaurant, and a beer garden. 

The gardens feature gazebos from Saxony through the ages. 

Golden Gardening Rules from a 1908 book: 

 Don’t skimp on necessities!  

 Do not waste anything!  

 Improve the soil constantly!  

 Grow local plants!  

 Seek advice but form your own opinion! 

„Who does not sow in spring will not 
harvest in the fall.” 


