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The Royal Path to Guadalupe (Camino Real de Guadalupe) represents one of the most 

important historical pilgrimage routes in the Iberian Peninsula. Departing from Madrid, the 

route is made up of twelve stretches that run by the following towns and villages: Móstoles, 

Casarrubios, Fuensalida, Torrijos, Cebolla, Talavera, Oropesa, Alcolea, Puente del 

Arzobispo, Villar del Pedroso, Carrascalejo, and lastly Guadalupe. Along the route, we 

feel fortunate to find Torrijos, our town, as part of one of the stretches. 

The history of the route begins at the end of the 13th century or beginning of the 14th 

century, when the shepherd Gil Cordero from Cáceres found the image of a black virgin 

hidden in the Sierra de Las Villuercas. Due to this miraculous reason, a small shrine was 

established, and by 1337, King Alfonso XI of Castile of León promoted the initial 

construction of the Monastery of Guadalupe. 

The historical projection of the monastery favours the creation of an extensive network of 

privileged stretches with enormous monumental and landscape richness, crossing natural 

protected areas, forests, mountain ranges and valleys... with a great biodiversity and in a 

very good state of conservation. 
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Passport / Credential of the Royal Path to Guadalupe 

 

Like all traditional pilgrimage routes, the pilgrims receive a document as a reminder of 

the sacrifice they have made. On our route this is the “GUADALUPENSE”, which is 

received from the Franciscan community upon arriving at the Monastery of Guadalupe. 

To prove the pilgrim’s journey, the pilgrim takes the PILGRIM’S PASSPORT along in 

her/his travelling. 

 

 
https://www.caminorealguadalupe.com/pasaporte-credencial-2/  

https://www.caminorealguadalupe.com/pasaporte-credencial-2/
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Where to get the passport? 
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Where can the passport be stamped? 
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In all the other municipalities not mentioned in the table, the passport can be stamped in 

parishes, town halls, as well as in those places where the official seal (“SELLO 

OFICIAL”) sign is displayed. 
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Before reaching Guadalupe, the stretch 4 of the route is already in the region of Torrijos 

(Comarca de Torrijos). 

 

 

 

Carmena 

The town is known for its wines and its wine industry, as it is located in the production 

area of the Méntrida Designation of Origin. In this municipality the most emblematic 

monument to visit is the 15th century Gothic-Mudejar style Church of San Juan Bautista. 
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Continuing our journey, the next municipality we find, 10 km away, is Fuensalida. 

Further information: http://www.ayto-camarena.com/ 

 

Fuensalida 

Possibly it was repopulated by Mozarabs or these Christians maintained their church in 

Fuensalida throughout the Muslim domain. 

 

At the beginning of the thirteenth century, the powerful convent of San Clemente de 

Toledo had estates within its jurisdiction and lordship rights, which gave lease, in 1232, the 

estates, breasts, fruits, tithes and calonians. The abbess doña Orabona and dean Micael 

Estébanez take part. These goods have come to the power of the convent through the gifts 

of the nuns Orabona, Muñia and Vela, daughters of Don Arnaldo Muñoz. Thus it happens 

to the church of Toledo and later by concession of Enrique IV in 1470, to Don Pero López 

de Ayala, grandson of the great chancellor; being our village head of the county of 

Fuensalida. 

 

At this time it already held the title of villazgo, as evidenced by the jurisdictional roll, 

which must have been erected at the beginning of the 15th century. In 1447 Fuensalida 

contributed to the support of the Holy Brotherhood. 

Further information: https://www.fuensalida.com/ 

 

http://www.ayto-camarena.com/
https://www.fuensalida.com/
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Novés 

This small municipality offers the municipal pavilion, as a public place, for resting and 

spending the night. 

We can also visit the Parish Church of San Pedro Apóstol and different types of 

hermitages, the most famous of which is that of La Monjia, the patron saint of Novés. 

The story goes that the ground opened up a crack in which the image emerged. 

The first hermitage was preserved until the Muslim invasion, but in the 1400 the Virgin 

appeared again, begging for the hermitage to be rebuilt and with it the celebration of the 

Romaria. 

Further information: 

https://www.diputoledo.es/global/11/50/169/dir_municipios/N/45118 

 

Afterwards, the route passes through Torrijos, our beloved municipality. 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.diputoledo.es/global/11/50/169/dir_municipios/N/45118
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Torrijos 

Located 29 km from Toledo, and with a population of 13,684 inhabitants (National 

Statistics Institute, 2020), it is a Spanish municipality and town in the province of Toledo, 

in the autonomous community of Castile-La Mancha. In this city we find this splendid 

municipality, head of the party and repository of an economic heritage, whose foundation 

dates back to Roman times. Therefore, it is an enviable municipality that stands out for 

visitors wishing to make their way to Guadalupe. These works give rise to an ensemble 

worthy of the most beautiful capitals. The municipality has not stopped evolving 

throughout history until becoming a benchmark within the province, thanks to the legacy 

received from its ancient inhabitants. 

Some remains that have appeared in Torrijos indicate that it was inhabited in the Upper 

Palaeolithic, the Neolithic-Chalcolithic and the Bronze Age. It is also believed to have 

been the site of a Celtic settlement by the Vettones; and, of course, the Romans passed 

through it. In fact, Torrijos comes from the Latin word (Turris), which means tower (it 

seems that they built a tower that no longer exists). Afterwards, the Visigoths and Arabs 

passed through. It was reconquered in the spring of 1085, becoming property of the 

Crown. 

In 1214, Alfonso VI donated it to the Archbishop of Toledo, Rodrigo Jiménez de Rada, as 

a reward for his crucial intervention in the battle of Las Navas de Tolosa. 

Torrijos remained walled until the end of the 19th century and a series of gates gave access 

to the enclosure. These were: the Arco de Toledo, the Puerta de Maqueda, the Puerta del 

Pozo, the Puerta de Madrid and the Puerta de Gerindote. There are still several 

monuments to see in Torrijos, dating from the town’s most glorious period: the end of the 

15th century and the beginning of the 16th century. The main ones are the Collegiate 

Church of the Holy Sacrament (Colegiata del Santísimo Sacramento), Pedro I Palace, the 
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Chapel of Cristo de la Sangre and the Hospital of the Holy Trinity (Hospital de la 

Santísima Trinidad). Taking a short leap in time to the year 1335, is when King Pedro I 

built a beautiful palace. It was a gift for his mistress, with whom he had a daughter. 

In 1482, Gutierre de Cárdenas, one of the main advisers of the Catholic Monarchs, bought 

Torrijos from the city of Toledo. His wife, Teresa Enríquez, played a major role in the 

transformation of the city. When her husband died, she decided to dedicate her fortune to 

building a villa dedicated to God. 

Now that we know a little about this villa, let’s take a look at its monuments: 

The Palace of Pedro I: Current seat of the Town Hall, this palace is located in the Plaza de 

San Gil and is undoubtedly one of the must-see places in Torrijos. Besides, the entrance is 

free of charge. We have chosen to start the visit here because the palace houses the Tourist 

Information Office. This building was built by King Alfonso XI to commemorate the 

victory at the Battle of the Salado River. His son, Pedro I, gave the palace as a gift to his 

lover from Torrijos, María de Padilla. 

In 1482, the couple Gutierre de Cárdenas and Teresa Enríquez bought the palace and 

renovated it in the style of the time, making it a Gothic-Renaissance palace. As 

mentioned before, after her husband’s death, Teresa Enríquez lived a monastic life and 

decided to donate the palace, converting it into the Convent of the Immaculate 

Conception (Convento de la Purísima Concepción), although she did not become a nun. 

She shut herself up in her palace and did not go out on the street. She would go to the 

collegiate church and the monastery through passages that she made to keep everything 

connected so that people would not see her in the street. 
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Upon entering the building, one can find rooms with fantastic nooks not to be missed in 

this wonderful palace. 

The Chapter House: As any fine convent, this one also had a chapter house, which is now 

the Plenary Hall of Torrijos Town Hall. 

The Refectory Room: This is now the Tourist Information Office and also hosts some 

temporary exhibitions. Do not miss its “Artesonato”, the inscriptions in Latin. 

The Collegiate Church of the Holy Sacrament (Colegiata del Santísimo Sacramento): 

This present-day parish church was built on the spot of an old mosque between 1509 and 

1518. It was Teresa Enríquez, wife of Gutierre de Cárdenas, who financed and ordered its 

construction. Its purpose was to be the headquarters of the Confraternity of the Holy 

Sacrament. Everything suggests that the temple was designed by the brothers Antón and 

Enrique Egas. The young architect and sculptor Alonso Covarrubias, a native of Torrijos, 

may have also been involved. 
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The Chapel of Cristo de la Sangre: It was built on the site of a former Jewish synagogue, 

after the properties of the Jews had passed to the Crown. Gutierre de Cárdenas acquired the 

Chapel, as well as the rest of the building, and built the Hospital of the Holy Trinity 

(Hospital de la Caridad, later Hospital de la Santísima Trinidad). Inside is the image of a 

Crucified Christ – Cristo de la Sangre – of American origin. The complex conserves a 

beautiful Renaissance doorway along with a courtyard with elliptical arches on simple 

shafts. This is one of the must-see places in Torrijos. 

Next, leaving Torrijos and following the road in the direction to Guadalupe, a pretty town 

called Gerindote can be found. Still within Torrijos region, it is located at a distance of 3 

km after the city of Torrijos, and it is part of the stretch 5 of the route. 
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Further information: https://www.torrijos.es/  

Churches: http://www.colegiatadetorrijos.com/  

Restaurants: https://www.tripadvisor.es/Restaurants-g1437655-

Torrijos_Province_of_Toledo_Castile_La_Mancha.html   

Hotels, hostels and inns: 

• https://www.booking.com/city/es/torrijos.es.html,  

• https://hostal-en.es/torrijos-barato-y-centrico/ 

Transport: 

https://www.torrijos.es/la-ciudad/transporte.html 

 

 

Gerindote 

Located between Torrijos and Escalonilla, it belonged to the bishopric of Segovia, 

and in 1482, the Catholic Monarchs transferred it to Gutierre de Cárdenas. The 

latter was the first lord of the State of Maqueda, also known as the seven towns. 

Alfonso VII (1126-1157) donated it to the Bishop of Segovia. This donation was 

confirmed one hundred years later (1232) by Ferdinand III of Castile, called the 

Saint. The heraldic symbolism of Gerindote can be extracted from the above. Its 

coat of arms consists of a tower, which must represent the ancient Brogelín, one of 

the Mozarabic settlements in the area. The dedication to cereal farming reminds us 

of another Mozarabic settlement like Almadraz, represented by the ear of wheat. 

And finally, the manorial regime of the Gutierre de Cárdenas family is reflected in 

one of the most characteristic pieces of the duchy: the two wolves. 

https://www.torrijos.es/
http://www.colegiatadetorrijos.com/
https://www.tripadvisor.es/Restaurants-g1437655-Torrijos_Province_of_Toledo_Castile_La_Mancha.html
https://www.tripadvisor.es/Restaurants-g1437655-Torrijos_Province_of_Toledo_Castile_La_Mancha.html
https://www.booking.com/city/es/torrijos.es.html
https://hostal-en.es/torrijos-barato-y-centrico/
https://www.torrijos.es/la-ciudad/transporte.html
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Discovering places to go in Gerindote 

Monuments: Church of San Mateo and the hermitage of San José. Its patron saint 

festivities are held on 21 September, the day of San Mateo, its patron saint. 

Church of San Mateo Apóstol: The church of Gerindote, dedicated to San Mateo, has a 

Latin-cross floor plan with a transept that continues into the apse and a choir at the foot 

that occupies only the width of the central nave. The naves appear separated by side 

arches resting on stone columns. The main door of the church was located next to the 

altar but it was closed. Another element of great interest is the baptismal font carved in 

stone. 

Address: Plaza de la Iglesia Telephone: +34 925 76 10 51  
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Hermitage of San José: The festivity on the 19 March was led by the Confraternity made 

up of more than 60 brothers. On the Sunday before the beginning of ‘the novena’, the 

image of the Saint is brought to the Church in procession from the Hermitage. On the 

afternoon of the 19th, the image is returned to the Hermitage of San José. 

During the whole month, the women walk to the Hermitage every day with the 

occasion of the onset of spring. 

The current image of the Saint was purchased in 1941 by Maximiano de la Peña. It was 

brought from Reus (Tarragona) and replaced the previous, that had been destroyed by 

fire. 

 

More information: https://gerindote.wordpress.com/ 

https://gerindote.wordpress.com/municipio/otros-lugares/ermita/ 

 

Carmena 

It has 768 inhabitants and it is located 11.3 km after leaving Torrijos on the path to 

Guadalupe. Carmena is a peculiar village that also belongs to the region of Torrijos. 

The town is thought to have been founded by the Celts. In the time of the emperor 

Diocletian, it suffered the anti-Christian persecution of the prefect Dacianus, being the 

virgin and martyr Saint Justina, current patron saint of the town, victim of this persecution. 

In 1204, Carmena was named on the occasion of the division of an estate between the 

Order of Calatrava and the Abbey of San Vicente de la Sierra. 

Monuments in Carmena to be highlighted include the Hermitage of the Holy Sepulchre 

(Ermita del Santo Sepulcro) and the parish church of Our Lady of the Assumption 

(Nuestra Señora de la Asunción. 

Parish Church of Our Lady of the Assumption (Nuestra Señora de la Asunción) 

It dates from the 16th century and is Renaissance in style. Apparently, it was erected on the 

remains of an ancient castle of which the base of the current bell tower would have formed 

part. 

 

Town Hall 

Façade of the town hall 

A modern, 20th-century building of historicist affiliation that closes off one of the sides of 

the Plaza de Cristo Rey. It is currently the town hall of Carmena. 

The path follows to La Mata, 4 km away from Carmena. 

 

Further information: http://ayuntamientocarmena.com/ 

Accommodation: https://www.caminorealguadalupe.com/alojamientos-c-r-g/ 

https://gerindote.wordpress.com/
https://gerindote.wordpress.com/
https://gerindote.wordpress.com/municipio/otros-lugares/ermita/
http://ayuntamientocarmena.com/
https://www.caminorealguadalupe.com/alojamientos-c-r-g/


 

The European Commission’s support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the 
contents, which reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use 

which may be made of the information contained therein. 

 

Project number: 2019-1-IT02-KA204-063176 

 
 

 

 
 

La Mata 

It is a municipality in the province of Toledo, in the autonomous community of Castile-La 

Mancha, Spain. It belongs to the region of Torrijos, with villages nearby besides Torrijos; 

among them are Santa Olalla, La Puebla de Montalbán, Malpica de Tajo, Escalona, El 

Carpio de Tajo. They are all in an area known as Middle Tagus (Medio Tajo), which offers 

routes of interest such as the Royal Path to Guadalupe. This Path, starting both in Madrid 

and Toledo, joins in La Mata to continue its way to Guadalupe. 

The town hall, which can provide information on how to follow the stretch of the path to 

Guadalupe, is located at Calle Real 21, La Mata (Toledo), 45534. Tel: +34 925 74 74 50. 
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Fax: +34 925 74 71 91. Opening hours: Monday to Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

In this village one can find the affordable Hostal Concepción, which also includes 

breakfast. If one would want to eat elsewhere, there are very good restaurants in the nearby 

villages. 

La Mata has some touristic places to visit. At the entrance of the village there is a path with 

some greenery that contribute to a cooler temperature. 

Parish Church of San Juan Bautista 

It dates from the 16th century, except for the exterior, which was renovated in the 19th 

century as a modern brick and masonry building. The building has a Latin-cross floor plan 

with three naves, an apse with three walls, a choir raised at two feet and a bell tower on the 

outside. The naves are separated by round arches resting on pillars, and are detached from 

the chancel by a round triumphal arch that begins in the transept. The central nave is 

covered by a Mudejar coffered ceiling of three panels. Amongst its assets, there is a 

Baroque organ and a 17th-century processional cross made of gilded and chiselled silver. It 

is a small village but full of beautiful landscapes, which you will discover as you pass 

through this stretch. 

 

https://www.ayuntamiento.es/la-mata 

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Mata_(Toledo) 

 

We continue towards Erustes, which still belongs to the stretch 5 of the route and is 

approximately 6 km away from La Mata. 

 

https://www.ayuntamiento.es/la-mata
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Mata_(Toledo)
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Erustes 

It is a municipality in the province of Toledo, in the autonomous community of Castile-La 

Mancha, Spain. It belongs to the region of Torrijos. It is located at an altitude of 531 metres 

above sea level and has an area of 9.52 km2. It is 49 km away from the provincial capital of 

Toledo. It dates back to at least the 4th century, since a piece of a Roman-Christian 

sarcophagus from that period was found there. 

The town hall, which can provide information on how to follow the stretch of the path to 

Guadalupe, is located at Plaza España 1, 45540. Toledo, Spain. Telephone number: +34 

925880032. Official website of the town hall: www.dominioayuntamiento.es 

It offers routes of interest such as the Royal Path to Guadalupe, which leaves from Madrid 

and Toledo and passes through this village. The track is very well indicated. It has several 

sites and historical monuments that allow you to get to know the town. 

Generally, accommodation is not offered, but there are restaurants for having breakfast or 

lunch, as well as snacks to keep you going.  

Indications on this stretch of the Path 

Erustes train station 

It is a railway siding located in this Spanish municipality. It currently has no passenger 

service; it exclusively fulfils a logistical function. 

Church of Nuestra Señora de la Asunción (Our Lady of the Assumption) 

It is a Catholic church. The construction, built in the 15th century in the Mudejar style, is 

notable for its slender tower and the rich coffered ceilings that cover the three naves. Due 

to its beauty and interest, it was declared a Historic-Artistic Monument in 1975. It was 

restored around 2010. 

 

 
 

https://www.diputoledo.es/global/11/50/169/dir_municipios/E/45060 

https://www.ayuntamiento.org/erustes.htm 

http://www.dominioayuntamiento.es/
https://www.diputoledo.es/global/11/50/169/dir_municipios/E/45060
https://www.ayuntamiento.org/erustes.htm
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Already heading to another village called Cebolla, which is 12 km away. There, 

accommodation can be found, as well as places to have lunch, to then continue onto the 

next leg of the journey. 

 

 
 

Cebolla 

The municipality of Cebolla is in the province of Toledo in the autonomous community of 

Castile-La Mancha. The town belongs to the region of Torrijos and is 56 kilometres from 

the capital, Toledo, and 108 kilometres from Madrid. 

Its austere landscape alternates extensive plains dedicated to the cultivation of cereal with 

almost steppe-like moorlands with rocky formations and profuse scrubland, due to the 

degradation of ancient holm oak forests. 

The gastronomy of Cebolla is characterised by the natural wealth of this region. From the 

abundant game in the area, the pickled partridge stands out; from the fishing in its rivers, 

marshes and reservoirs, the so-called “fisherman’s stew” is distinct; and from its vegetable 

gardens, peas with lamb or ratatouille delight visitors and locals alike. For dessert, there is 

nothing better than the traditional Moorish sweets such as marzipan, pisquiños, cortadillos, 

etc. It is advisable to stay in this village for the night, as it offers good food and a variety of 

restaurants. The Hostal La Fragua is reasonably priced and includes breakfast. 
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Parish Church of San Cipriano 

The construction of the parish church of San Cipriano was ordered by the commissioner of 

the Holy Office, D. Fernando Martín, a native of Cebolla and its own priest, who 

personally contributed large sums of money. Built between the end of the 16th century and 

the first half of the 17th century, it is perhaps the most representative monument of the 

town. 

 

CEBOLLA HERITAGE ROUTE 

Among the many recommended historical sites to visit are the following: 

• The Castle of Villalba. 

• The Palace of the Dukes of Frías. 

• The Hermitage of San Illán. 

• The Hermitage of San Blas. 

• The Parish Church of San Cipriano (mentioned above). 

• The Justice Scroll. 

 

https://www.ayuntamientodecebolla.com/ 

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cebolla_(Toledo) 

https://www.ayuntamientodecebolla.com/conocer-cebolla-fiestas.htm 

 

Now, the next village belongs to another stretch of the path, but we will still mention it as it 

is in the region. Montearagón is 7 km away. 

 

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castillo_de_Villalba
https://es.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Palacio_de_los_duques_de_Fr%C3%ADas&action=edit&redlink=1
https://es.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ermita_de_San_Ill%C3%A1n_(Cebolla)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ermita_de_San_Blas_(Cebolla)
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iglesia_de_San_Cipriano_(Cebolla)
https://es.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rollo_de_Justicia_(Cebolla)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://www.ayuntamientodecebolla.com/
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cebolla_(Toledo)
https://www.ayuntamientodecebolla.com/conocer-cebolla-fiestas.htm
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Montearagon 

It belongs to the region of Torrijos and borders the municipalities of Lucillos to the north, 

Cebolla to the east, La Pueblanueva to the south, and it is separated by the Tagus river and 

the town of Cazalegas to the west, all within Toledo. 

It has a continental climate softened by the river, which makes the land very fertile and 

suitable for agriculture and livestock farming. 

Address of the town hall: Calle Pozo 8. 45685. Montearagón. 

Telephone: +34 925865032. Fax: +34 925 88 60 03. Opening hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Its date of foundation is unknown, but it could have been founded by Alfonso the Battler, 

King of Aragon, Navarre, Leon and Castile, as it repeats the name of the family capital of 

this king. (Montearagón Castle). 

For many years there was a boat that communicated the two banks of the Tagus River; the 

trade of boatman existed. Nowadays, the remains of the constructions are still standing. 

The surrounding area was known as the “Pico de la Isla”. 

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comarca_de_Torrijos
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucillos
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cebolla_(Toledo)
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Pueblanueva
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cazalegas
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfonso_el_Batallador
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castillo_de_Montearag%C3%B3n
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/R%C3%ADo_Tajo
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During the Civil War it was a front, with the Tagus River as the boundary between the two 

war sides. In the area where the boat was once located there is still a small fort, built by the 

rebel side, which is currently on private property. 

MONTEARAGÓN TOWN HALL 

Parish Church of San Miguel Arcángel 

It is considered to have the “largest white stork nest in an urban area in Spain”, 3 metres 

high and around 1.5 meters in diameter. These are approximate figures, as it is currently 

under study. The indication that it is “a living nest” is emphasised, as every summer the 

stork returns to use it again. This species is emblematic in the region. Steps are being taken 

to obtain the Guinness record, awaiting the collaboration of the European Union. 

The nest of Montearagón is already famous in the vicinity of the town and will 

undoubtedly become a tourist attraction that will put the municipality on the map. 

 

https://www.ayuntamiento-de-montearagon.es/ 

https://cadenaser.com/emisora/2017/07/25/ser_talavera/1500976567_202597.html 

 

This project tried to mention the villages belonging to the Comarca de Torrijos, which are 

part of the Royal Path to Guadalupe. 

  

 

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guerra_Civil_Espa%C3%B1ola
https://www.ayuntamiento-de-montearagon.es/
https://cadenaser.com/emisora/2017/07/25/ser_talavera/1500976567_202597.html
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Iglesia parroquial de San Miguel Arcángel 
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COVARRUBIAS ROUTE 

AUTHORS: 

Rosario Barbás Muñoz 

Wendy Torres Matamoros  

María Rosa González De Andrés 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Alonso de Covarrubias, a distinguished Spanish architect of the 16th century, one of the 

greatest architects of the Renaissance in Spain, in terms of both the quantity and the quality 

of his works, ranging from the Gothic to the Renaissance style. He will be appreciated as 

an artist, as a creator of new forms and designs. He was appointed master builder of the 

Cathedral of Toledo and master builder of the Royal Alcazars, he was also considered as a 

carver and sculptor. 

The richness of his ornamentation is astonishing; his art extremely fine and delicate. He 

was able to adopt the most modern architectural and ornamental language of the time. 

He left a great mark of his genius in art that today, when contemplated, continues to 

enrapture us and bring us enormous delight. 

 

TOLEDO 

 

CATHEDRAL 

CHAPEL OF THE HOLY TRINITY 

Of Gothic character, it is built into a Plateresque-decorated body on the southern wall, 

bordering the one containing the sepulchre. 

 

SEPULCHRE OF THE ARCHDEACONS 

The sculptures of Bishop Tello de Buendía and the Archdeacon of Calatrava are located on 

the cathedral wall that makes an angle with the Mozarabic Chapel of Cardinal Cisneros. 

Adorned with Gothic foliage. 

 

GRAVE OF BISHOP CASTILLO 

Made in stone masonry, Bishop Fernando del Castillo was buried in the Chapel of San 

Eugenio in the Cathedral. 

 

CHAPEL OF THE NEW KINGS 

The whole chapel is a beautiful ensemble. The Gothic sculpture with the most beautiful, 

fine and elegant ornamental manifestations that can be found in the Plateresque style. 
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TOWER CHAPEL 

He designed the façade of the Chapel of the Tower in honour of Saint John the Baptist. 

Cardinal Tavera had decided to be buried in this chapel. It has carved columns with their 

capitals and six images in stone from Regachuelo placed on both sides of the door. 

 

GATE OF THE LIONS (Puerta de los Leones) 

He traced the work to be carved on the tops of the organ arches; on the upper part of this 

Gothic doorway is the organ that Charles V donated to the Cathedral of Toledo. 

 

 
Puerta de los Leones, cathedral of Toledo                       

 

ALCÁZAR 

The second stage of work on the Alcázar. The process aimed at remodelling the central 

courtyard and at building the main staircase. 
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                      Central courtyard                                                      Main staircase 

 

 

MUSEUM OF SANTA CRUZ 

Covarrubias’s relationship with the façade and the hallway, which represented the doorway 

to the central nave and the one leading to the cloister; floral predominance, the typical 

balustrade-like columns with reticulated shafts. 

 
Monumental staircase 

 

 

HOSPITAL OF TAVERA 

It belongs to the third stage of Covarrubias, the Serlian Renaissance. From this work of 

great sobriety, the original floor plan of the hospital corresponds to him. 
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Façade of the Hospital of Tavera 

 

 

NOVÉS 

CHURCH OF SAINT PETER THE APOSTLE 

Gothic style in transition to the Renaissance, the tracery is by Covarrubias. 

 

 
 

TORRIJOS 

THE COLLEGIATE CHURCH 

It was built by order of Teresa Enríquez to serve as the headquarters of the 

Archconfraternity of the Holy Sacrament. 

It is a Gothic building with elements of the early Renaissance and a western façade. 

Themes: Eucharistic exaltation, musical instruments, musical angels, singing seraphim, etc. 
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TALAVERA DE LA REINA 

MONASTERY OF SANTA CATALINA 

In Gothic-Mudejar style, Covarrubias designed the square-in-shape main chapel, with 

superimposed pilasters of double Doric and Ionic order. 
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- OPENING HOURS TO THE PUBLIC - 

TOLEDO 

 

CATHEDRAL 

   TIMES- 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

   PRICE 

- 10 € Basic visit 

- 12.50 € Climb to the “fat bell” and tapestry museum. 

- 2.50 € Sunday afternoons, only Spanish (with national ID). 

 

ALCÁZAR 

TIMES 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

PRICE 5 € / Free on Sunday mornings. 

 

 

MUSEUM OF SANTA CRUZ 

TIMES 

Monday to Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Sundays, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

PRICE 

- 6 € 

 

 

HOSPITAL DE TAVERA 

TIMES 

Monday to Saturday,  10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

   3:00 to 6:30 p.m. 

Sundays, 10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

PRICE 

- 6 € Full ticket. 

- 4 € Partial entrance (courtyards, church and sacristy) 

The visit to the museum and pharmacy takes place in 

accompanied groups and lasts 45 minutes according to the 

following timetable: 

 10:15 - 11:00 - 11:45 (a.m.) 

 12:30 - 1:30 - 3:15 (p.m.) 

 4:00 - 4:45 - 5:30 (p.m.) 
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NOVÉS 

CHURCH OF SAINT PETER THE APOSTLE 

 

TIMES 

 Free access, respecting the hours of worship. 

PRICE 

- Free 

 

 

TORRIJOS 

THE COLLEGIATE CHURCH 

 

Prior contact with the tourist information office by phone on +34 925 770 801 or email 

culturayturismo@torrijos.es 

TIMES 

 Monday to Saturday, 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. and 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

 Sundays, 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

PRICE 

- Free 

 

TALAVERA DE LA REINA 

 

MONASTERY OF SANTA CATALINA 

 

Currently known as the Church of San Prudencio. 

 TIMES 

  Winter: 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Summer: 10:00 to 1:00 p.m. 

3:00 to 6:30 p.m.    2:00 to 7:30 p.m. 

PRICE 

- 2 € as a donation for the renovation works. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:culturayturismo@torrijos.es
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- WHAT TO SEE IN THE SURROUNDING AREA - 

TOLEDO 

- Castle of Guadamur. 

- Las Barrancas de Burujón. 

- Illescas, paintings by El Greco. 

 

TORRIJOS 

- Castle of Barcience. 

- Alcabón Oil Mill. 

- Hermitage of La Monjía, Novés. 

- Castle of San Silvestre, Novés. 

 

TALAVERA DE LA REINA 

- Old town. 

- Basilica of Nuestra Señora del Prado. 

- Museum of ceramics, Ruiz de Luna. 

- Roman Bridge. 

- Wall and Albarranas towers. 

 

- WHERE TO EAT - 

TOLEDO 

- El Greco Restaurant and Farmhouse. 

CM-4000, Km 0.7, 45004 Toledo. 

Tel: +34 925 220 090 

 

- Hierbabuena Restaurant 

Carretera Circunvalación, 1, 45003 Toledo. 

Tel: +34 925 223 924 

 

- Embrujo Tavern 

Calle Santa Leocadia, 6, 45002 Toledo. 

 

TYPICAL DISHES 

- Stewed partridge. 

- Garlic soup. 

- Cochifrito (fried pork). 

- Caldereta (lamb stew). 
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TORRIJOS 

- Tinin Restaurant 

Calle del Puente, 62, 45500 Torrijos. 

Tel: +34 925 761 165 

 

- El Mesón Inn 

Calle del Puente, 19, 45500 Torrijos. 

Tel: +34 925 760 40  

 

- La Panza Restaurant-Rotisserie 

Calle del Puente, 19, 45500 Torrijos 

Tel: +34 925 771 472 

 

NOVÉS 

- Los Podencos Bar-Restaurant  

Calle García Lorca, 20, 45519 Novés. 

Tel: +34 660 336 866 

 

TALAVERA DE LA REINA 

- Diverxa 53 

Calle Bandera de Castilla, 53, 45600 

Tel: +34 925 682 651  

 

- Mingote Tavern 

Av. Juan Carlos I, 4, 45600 

Tel: +34 925 806 926 

 

- Raices Restaurant 

Ronda del Cañillo, 3, 45600 

Tel: +34 671 422 115 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The European Commission’s support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the 
contents, which reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use 

which may be made of the information contained therein. 

 

Project number: 2019-1-IT02-KA204-063176 

- WHERE TO SLEEP - 

TOLEDO  

- Beatriz Hotel. 

- La Bastida Hotel. 

- Zentral Mayoral Hotel. 

 

TORRIJOS  

- Castilla Hotel. 

- El Mesón (inn). 

- La Salve Hotel. 

 

TALAVERA DE LA REINA 

- Perales Hotel. 

- La Playa Guesthouse.  

- Veloide Hotel. 

 

                                  -   COVARRUBIAS ROUTE - 
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- HOW TO GET THERE - 

ROUTE TOLEDO - TORRIJOS - NOVÉS - TALAVERA 

 

How to get from Toledo to Torrijos 

29 Km 24 min 

The shortest route by road from Toledo to Torrijos is 29 Km distance, with an approximate 

journey time of 24 minutes. 

 

 

How to get from Torrijos to Novés 

8 Km 8 min 

The shortest route by road from Torrijos to Novés is 8 Km distance, with an approximate 

journey time of 8 minutes. 
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How to get from Novés to Talavera de la Reina 

59 Km 44 min 

The shortest route by road from Novés to Talavera de la Reina is 59 Km distance, with an 

approximate journey time of 44 minutes. 
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WINE ROUTE 

 

Authors: 

Lara Hariero Chakir 

María Jerusalén Pérez Sánchez 

María Luisa García Merchán 

 

 

CONTEXT 

 

On this route we will visit three wineries in the region of Torrijos that produce wine under 

the Méntrida Designation of Origin (D.O.). Specifically, the wineries Jiménez-Landi in 

Méntrida, Alonso Cuesta in La Torre de Esteban Hambrán and Finca Constancia in Otero. 

The Méntrida Protected Designation of Origin was created as such in 1976, but the wine-

growing tradition in the area dates back to the 12th century. Nowadays, the Designation of 

Origin is undergoing a resurgence thanks to new markets and challenges. The appearance 

of new wineries alongside the existing ones has placed these wines on the national and 

international scene by winning press awards and acknowledgements. 

The Méntrida D.O. covers 29 wineries in 11 municipalities in the northern part of the 

province of Toledo, including Méntrida, Torrijos, La Torre de Esteban Hambrán, Escalona, 

Maqueda and Fuensalida. The area borders the provinces of Ávila and Madrid, and lies at 

the foot of Sierra de Gredos, crossed by the Alberche River. 

The quality of these wines is mainly determined by the climate and soil. The climate is 

continental with long, cold winters and hot summers with little rainfall, which favours the 

application of natural ecological techniques for winemaking. The great majority of the 

vines belong to the red Garnacha variety. They are very old plants (several centuries old), 

with low production, and pruned in goblet to protect the bunches from the intense sun, 

which gives the wine exquisite characteristics. 

With regard to the terrain, it is worth mentioning that the southern area stands out for its 

undulating soil being sandy, granitic, acidic and with little lime. This substrate is ideal for 

vines and for the production of the Garnacha variety. However, the northern area, being 

mountainous and higher in altitude, generates fresh, mineral wines that are easy to drink. In 

the last few years, new grape varieties have been introduced, such as Tempranillo, Merlot, 

Syrah, and Cabernet. 

 

ROUTE 

 

Our visit will take place over 3 days, starting in the town of Méntrida where we will visit 

the first winery of the Designation of Origin, continuing on to the town of La Torre de 

Esteban Hambrán, located 11.7 km away. To do this, a private vehicle is needed to travel 
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on the CM-5004 road. We will need 21 minutes to cover the mentioned distance. 

In order to reach the final destination, Otero, where the third winery can be found, we will 

take the A-5 road. The village is 35 km away from the previous one and it takes 

approximately 24 minutes to reach. 

 

 
 

JIMÉNEZ-LANDI WINERY 

Our tour begins in Méntrida, where the Jiménez-Landi winery is located. 

In this area, in Berciana, Marcialba and Villamanta, there were once Roman settlements. 

Alfonso VI and his vassal El Cid Campeador conquered them from the Moors at what time 

when Toledo was regained and therefore became property of the Crown. Our ancestors 

made wine by shaking the bunches of grapes by hand and separating the debris from the 

fruit. The grapes were set on the floor of the winery in the form of a cake and trodden with 

the feet. The resulting must was collected in bowls or in tinajas (large earthenware jars) 

placed at ground level and then in vats. The winemakers would take the must up into the 

jars placed in rows along the walls of the cellar that served as a support. The must turned 

into wine was brought down from the cellar to the cave where it would ferment throughout 

the winter. 

In the Jiménez-Landi house we know that since the early times there was only one building 

dedicated to the winery; it is the current building with ageing vats, which is accessed 

through the old cobbled stockyard. 

By inheritance, Pedro Jiménez was the sole owner of the house and the land. It was his 
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sons Antonio and Pedro who proposed investing in the extension of the winery by buying a 

building and looking for a partner to make wine from the 80,000 vines they have jointly. 

The winery as we know it today was founded in 1961 by Antonio Jiménez-Landi in 

Méntrida, on the El Romeral country estate. In 1997, Antonio Jiménez-Landi is 

posthumously awarded the National History Prize by the Ministry of Education, money he 

used to restore the vineyards and the winery. 

Today it meets all of the most demanding requirements of a company dedicated to wine in 

the 21st century without forgetting its history and tradition. The wines are produced using 

traditional artisan methods, achieving a premium product, highly valued and highly rated. 

A healthy and nutritionally clean product. They are organic and small-scale wines. 

It belongs to the Méntrida Protected Designation of Origin and is located at Avenida 

Solana 39, Méntrida, Toledo. Visits are from Monday to Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 

p.m. and the cost is 50,00 € + VAT, being necessary to book in advance. 

In Méntrida, we can visit the Church of San Sebastián, the Cultural Centre, the Hermitage 

of Nuestra Señora de la Natividad and the Plazuela de la Iglesia dedicated to Friar Alonso 

de Méntrida. We can have a drink at Los Castillejos café, in Calle Nueva, 1 and have lunch 

at Beciana bar in Avenida Feluz Arranz, 3. With very good reviews about the food and 

excellent service. As for accommodation, it is preferable to stay in Torrijos, as Méntrida 

does not have places for this purpose. We recommend El Mesón Hotel, Castilla Hotel and 

La Salve Hotel. 

 

 

ALONSO CUESTA WINERY 

On our second day of the tour, we arrive at La Torre de Esteban Hambrán, where we will 

visit the legendary winery of Alonso Cuesta. It is situated in the Plaza de la Constitución of 

this town and is housed in an old palace, built in the 16th century by Diego de Vargas, 

minister of King Felipe II. 

The vineyard consists of 35 hectares and is located in the municipalities of Camarena and 

La Torre de Esteban Hambrán, at an altitude of 600 metres above sea level. Both red 
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(Garnacha and Tempranillo, among others) and white (Verdejo and Savignon Blanc) grape 

varieties are grown in these vineyards. 

Harvesting takes place in September, in the early morning hours, in small 20-kg boxes, so 

that the fruit arrives fresh for further processing. 

The wines are made using the “Ganímede” technique, combining tradition and innovation. 

The Alonso Cuesta winery offers guided tours every day of the week, but prior booking is 

required by calling the following telephone number: +34 925 79 57 42. 

Visiting hours: 

Monday to Friday, at 10:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m., and 4:30 p.m. 

Weekends: On request. 

There is also the possibility of a Special Visit and Tasting, which offers a tasting of typical 

cheeses and cold meats, together with the tasting of the winery’s wines, as well as a 120-

minutes Wine Tasting Initiation Course, including 5 wines that comprise the different 

varieties of the winery’s harvest. 

As a charming accommodation option on this second day of our tour we find, in the 

surroundings of La Torre de Esteban Hambrán, the Finca Condado de Cubillana, which has 

6 bedrooms, a living room with fireplace, a large rustic dining room and a bright porch 

with beautiful views of the garden. 

Taking advantage of the fact that we are in a unique municipality, we can visit the church 

of María Magdalena, next to the winery, and enjoy its popular festivities on 14 September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINCA CONSTANCIA WINERY 
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On our third and last day, we will go to Finca Constancia, located in the village of Otero, in 

the province of Toledo; more precisely on Camino del Bravo, no number. Like the other 

two places previously visited, this one produces wine with the Méntrida Designation of 

Origin, since it is located in the region of Torrijos, a privileged place for vine cultivation 

resulting in high-quality wines. 

This Finca (country estate) was bought by González Byass in the year 2000 and after 

studying the soil, he decided to plant vineyards in accordance with the characteristics of the 

area. In 2005, a new winery was built which was opened to the public the year after. 

The terrain of Finca Constancia is undulating, which gives it a variation in soil and 

microclimate. It is divided in 82 plots, from which exquisite wines are obtained as a result 

of the precision farming. It is a deep land that drains very well and retains water from the 

subsoil, so the ground and its textures are different. 

The climate here is the characteristic one that originates the wines of the Méntrida 

Designation of Origin, extreme continental Mediterranean, with cold winters and hot 

summers and a great variation of temperature between day and night in the ripening period 

of the fruit. 

This country estate offers a wide range of activities for enjoying and tasting wine, as well 

as for learning about harvesting traditions. The facilities are open from Monday to Friday 

from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and it is necessary to book in advance. The price will depend 

on the activity chosen. 

To begin with, they offer the possibility of a basic guided tour around the property and a 

tasting of 3 of their wines. The price of this activity is 8.00€ per person and it lasts about 

one hour and a half. If you are interested in getting to know the estate’s winery so as to 

follow the wine aging process from the vineyard to the barrels, the best option is the full 

guided tour, for a price of 10.00 € per person, equally lasting an hour and a half. On this 

second option, in addition to getting to know the winery, there is a wine tasting 

accompanied by Manchego sheep cheese. 

If instead of Manchego cheeses, you opt for selected Iberian products (Iberian ham, Iberian 

pork loin, cured cheese and breadsticks), the price of the visit will be 16.00 € per person for 

the same length of time, as you will also visit the vineyard and the winery. 

The wine pairing visit offered by Finca Constancia, besides the guided tour through the 

vineyard and winery, includes a tasting of its wines with a special pairing, in which the 

aromas of the wine are enhanced, depending on the food it accompanies. The price of this 

visit is 20.00 € per person and lasts approximately 2 hours; however, the minimum group 

size for this activity is 4 people. 

If you are looking for a unique experience, the recommendation is to take an in-depth walk 

through the vineyard. On this tour we can discover the vineyard pruning and the 

management systems, and the exclusive vineyard garden, plus a tasting of 3 wines from the 

property. The price is 15.00 € per person and we will need about two and a half hours for 

the visit. 
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Another option offered is the initiation to wine tasting. Here we will first visit the vineyard, 

then the winery to discover how wine is made and finally we will taste 4 wines from Finca 

Constancia. The visitors will learn how to taste wine, discovering the aromas and the 

phases of tasting. The price of this complete visit is 25.00 € per person. It lasts two hours 

and a half and it requires a minimum group of 4 people. Finally, we would like to mention 

the possibility of participating in the grape harvest in August and September when the 

grapes are picked. To do so, it is necessary to enquire about prices and availability. 

 

 

As you will spend the morning visiting Finca Constancia, we suggest stopping off at the 

village of Domingo Pérez to see its Renaissance church. Likewise, if you decide to visit 

Cebolla, you can stroll through the town centre, where you will find the Palace of the 

Dukes of Frías, from the 17th century, the Gothic-style Justice Scroll and the 16th-century 

church of San Cipriano. Finally, in Malpica de Tajo you can see its Moorish castle on the 

banks of the Tagus River, the parish church of San Pedro Apóstol, the Quinto de Tamujas 

Bajas archaeological site and the Hermitage of San Sebastián. 

For food and accommodation, El Olivar Hostal & Restaurant in Malpica de Tajo (2 stars) 

located near the Castle, or else, El Borbollón Restaurant in Torrijos (3 stars) which belongs 

to La Salve Hotel & Spa. 

The main festival in honour of the Cristo de la Misericordia, in Otero, is from 12 to 14 

September. 

 

Note: All photos used to illustrate this route have been obtained from 

https://www.rutadelvinomentridatoledo.es/la-ruta/bodegas-y-vinedos. 
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THE ROUTE OF THE CASTLES: 

Authors: 

Jenny R. Cuesta. 

Paz Rodríguez 

Yenny Núñez 

Aura Núñez 

 

CONTEXT: 

Visiting the castles of Toledo, in the province of Castile-La Mancha, is an adventure not to 

be missed. Even less so if you are lucky enough to live close to one of the most densely 

fortified territories in the peninsula. 

There are many routes available to get to know spectacular castles that are not indifferent 

to anyone. On this occasion, we will take you into the lands of Toledo to visit some of its 

most important fortifications. 

 

Castle of Escalona. 

Castle of Maqueda. 

Castle of San Silvestre. 

Castle of Caudilla. 

Castle of Barcience. 

Castle of Guadamur. 

Castle of Montalbán. 

Hermitage of Melque. 

Castle of Malpica del Tajo. 
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LOCATION OF THE CASTLES: 

 

 

CASTLE OF ESCALONA 
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HISTORY: 

Strategically located on a plateau 

overlooking the Alberche River 

between Ávila and Toledo, it was 

decisive as a defence against 

attacks by the Almoravids and the 

Almohads in 1131, 1137 and 

1196. It consists of a fortress and 

an extensive Mudejar palace. The 

poet, writer and litterateur Juan 

Manuel, author of “El Conde Lucanor”, was born here. It was owned by Álvaro de Luna, 

confidant of King Juan II of Castile, who enlarged it and built the palace 

 

 

CASTLE OF MAQUEDA 

 

HISTORY: 

Castle with original battlements, located at one end of the ancient wall of Maqueda. The 

bailey and the arrow-holes are well preserved, giving us a clear idea of how it was 

defended. 

Its main gate, facing north, displays the heraldic coat of arms of the Cárdenas-Enríquez 

family, a married couple who, in the 15th century, rebuilt the fortress over another of 

Muslim origin. 
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CASTLE OF SAN SILVESTRE 

 

 

HISTORY: 

Is similar to the castle of Maqueda. The building’s floor plan is square and three of its 

façades have been preserved, one of them almost complete, allowing us to see some details 

of its construction. 

The walls have cylindrical towers with frustoconical bases at the corners and centres, as 

well as battlements. These last ones have the peculiarity, unique in the province, of having 

double merlons of masonry and brick, with cross-shaped arrow-holes in granite. The 

arrow-holes can also be found on the towers; however, here with frontal and crossed shots. 

The gate faces east and must have had a drawbridge over the moat that can still be seen at 

the foot of the walls. The doorway still displays a coat of arms and once had a 

machicolation, of which some parts still remain. 

The castle had no keep. Under the building two large vaulted rooms are still preserved as 

a basement, long as the building; it is possible that there are more, now buried. The 

construction is in a state of consolidated ruin. It is privately owned, and is located on a 

country state dedicated, among other activities, to cattle breeding. 

It was declared a Historic-Artistic Monument belonging to the National Artistic Treasure 

by decree of 3 June 1931. Today, it is considered an Asset of Cultural Interest, BIC by its 

Spanish acronym. 

 

CASTLE OF CAUDILLA 
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Located in Val de Santo Domingo, in the province of Toledo, Spain. 

It is possible to visit the castle, by departing from this municipality by the TO-4521-V road. 

The exterior of these ruins can be visited 24 hours a day, any day of the week. 

 

HISTORY 

The castle of Caudilla was built in the 15th century (1449-1450) by Hernando de 

Rivadeneyra, marshal of Castile. In the troubled times of Juan II, he remained loyal to the 

king, facing the troops of Álvaro de Luna. It was from this castle that Henry IV set out with 

a hundred knights to subdue the city of Toledo, which was in favour of the Infant Alfonso in 

the context of the confrontation between the two brothers for the throne of Castile. 
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CASTLE OF BARCIENCE 

HISTORIA 

 

The castle of Barcience stands on a hill overlooking the town of Barcience. Access to this 

fortress is via a dirt track next to the cemetery, which runs through a small pine forest. The 

construction of the castle was begun by Juan de Silva and completed by his grandson. In 

the 16th century it was equipped with artillery and a garrison. There is no documentation 

that implicates this castle in any military action, thus, it has been used primarily as a 

manor house throughout the centuries. It has a square floor plan. Its keep stands out 

particularly, with an enormous lion rampant, the emblem of the Silva family, counts of 

Cifuentes, engraved on its outer wall. The best-preserved part is the keep, as well as the 

exterior masonry structure. The interior is completely in ruins, especially the first defensive 

wall that protected it. 
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CASTLE OF GUADAMUR. 

 

 

HISTORY: 

Located in the municipality of Guadamur, it was built by order of the Count of Fuensalida 

around 1470 to ensure the protection of the area. The building had a marked military 

character until the 18th century, when it also began to serve as a place for relaxation and 

hunting. In 1880, three villagers bought the castle from the Count of Haro to lodge the 

poor and the people in need; however, the building was in a remarkable state of 

deterioration and the conditions were unsanitary. 

 

CASTLE OF MONTALBÁN:  

It is located in the municipality of San Martín de Montalbán, and stands on a 100-metre 

deep escarpment cut by the Torcón River, which was used as a moat on three sides. Of 

Muslim origin, it formed part of a line of fortresses with the aim of defending the Tagus 

River as a boundary, after the conquest of the city of Toledo by Alfonso VI in 1085.  
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HERMITAGE OF SANTA MARÍA DE MELQUE: 
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HISTORY: 

The church of Santa María de Melque is an architectural work that dates back to the early 

Middle Ages. 

Built in granite masonry, with masonry walls of unequal size and thicknesses of up to 140 

cm. 

Greek-cross plan with unequal arms and a square apse facing outwards. 

The openings are formed by horseshoe arches. 

The church is part of a 7th-century monastery. 

During the 20th century, restoration work was carried out to allow us to see, today, this 

authentic masterpiece that takes us back in time. 

The site has several areas, an information office, an interpretation centre and the 

hermitage. 

Accessibility information collected in December 2018. 

 

PHYSICAL ACCESSIBILITY 

PARKING 

There is a car park without reserved parking spaces for people with reduced mobility. 

The itinerary is accessible but there are some chains, so it is necessary to ask for them to 

be removed. 

SURROUNDINGS: 

120 cm-wide sidewalks with curb ramp. 

The ground is in good condition and has no bumps. 

INFORMATION OFFICE: 

Access through the back door of the building. Notice is required for the office to be opened. 

Areas with a turning space of 150 cm in diameter. 

There is a customer service area adapted for wheelchair users. Height up to 80 cm. 

There is an indoor ramp with an 11% slope. 

INTERPRETATION CENTRE 

Access through a ramp with a 23% slope. 

80 cm-wide entrance door. 

One of the rooms is accessible at ground level, the rest of the rooms have a 10 cm step. 

Information panels with large text and contrasting colours. 

94 cm-wide room doors. 

Projection area with movable chairs and benches. This room has a 10 cm step to access. 

Areas with a turning space of 150 cm in diameter. 

Passageways with a minimum width of 120 cm. 

ADAPTED TOILET 

There is a toilet adapted for people with reduced mobility at the back of the information 

office, signposted as such. 

Bathroom for the exclusive use of people with disabilities. 
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78 cm-wide doors opening to the interior of the bathroom. 

Toilet with opening system from the outside in case of emergency. 

Gerontological toilet with front indentation. 

Swing‐away grab bar on the right-hand side. 

Lateral transfer space smaller than 80 cm. 

Washbasin without base. 

Fixed light. 

Turning space of 150 cm in diameter. 

 

 

CASTLE OF MALPICA DEL TAJO: 

 

HISTORY: 

It is one of the few Spanish castles that have remained inhabited since its construction, 

which followed the style of the French castle-like palaces. It can only be visited from the 

outside, but it is worth walking around its perimeter to get a true picture of what this type 

of fortresses were like when they were in use. 
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DESCRIPTION 

Square in plan, the corners are reinforced by quadrangular towers at each corner of its 

walls. The keep is the dwelling of the Dukes of Arión. Its entire perimeter is surrounded by 

a moat, except on the side protected by the Tagus River. Two machicolations can be seen 

on the side of the river and next to the main tower, as well as a row of merlons finishing off 

the defensive wall. 

 

It is considered to be a primitive Moorish defensive fortress from the 10th century, 

although its first owners were the Gómez de Toledo family in the 14th century and their 

descendants used it as a residence. In the 17th century it underwent a major renovation to 

transform it into a palace, moment in which the windows on its walls were opened. 

 

 



 

The European Commission’s support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the 
contents, which reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use 

which may be made of the information contained therein. 

 

Project number: 2019-1-IT02-KA204-063176 

ACCES 

Private property, not open to the public. 

 

FUN FACTS 

Built in brick, it has the typical Toledo bonding, a local building method whose tradition is 

linked to Mudejar architecture. 

 

Distance and approximate travel time between castles: 

• Escalona Castle to Maqueda Castle, approximately 13 km / 13 min. 

• Maqueda Castle to San Silvestre Castle, approx. 8,7 km/18 min. 

• San Silvestre Castle to Caudilla Castle, approx. 8.3 km/17 min. 

• Caudilla Castle to Barcience Castle 16 km/16 min. 

• Barcience Castle to Guadamur Castle, approx. 38 km/28 min. 

• Guadamur Castle to Montalbán Castle, approx. 44 km/43 min. 

• Montalbán Castle to Hermitage of Santa María de Melque, approx. 

8.2km/18 min. 

• Hermitage of Santa María de Melque to Malpica Castle, approx. 37.7 km/32 

min. 

PLACES OF TOURIST INTEREST IN TORRIJOS: 

Monuments of Torrijos 

Palace of Pedro I: 

A 14th-century palace whose construction was begun by Alfonso XI to commemorate the 

victory in the Battle of the Salado River. The magnitude of the building made it necessary 

for his son Pedro I to complete it. 

 

The main purpose of the building was to house the local Conceptionist Mothers. From 

1507, when Ms. Teresa Enríquez, widow of Mr. Gutierre de Cárdenas, Lord of Torrijos, 

transformed the place into a Convent of the Immaculate Conception (Convento de la 

Purísima Concepción), up until 1970, when the ruinous situation of the convent forced its 

abandonment, it maintained this religious dedication. 

 

Today, thanks to the various municipal actions that have taken place since, it is the 

administrative and cultural centre of Torrijos, making use of its rooms to accommodate 

various spaces, including the old refectory room, the former chapter house and the old 

church. 

 

Collegiate Church of the Holy Sacrament: 

This monumental construction is the most important institutional, religious, architectural 

and artistic work that the town of Torrijos has preserved. 
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It was erected by order of Teresa Enríquez to provide a seat for the recently created 

Archconfraternity of the Holy Sacrament, of which she was also a benefactor. The 

construction began in 1509, with the first mass being celebrated on 3 May 1518. 

 

Its traces are attributed to the Egas brothers, Antón and Enrique, the second being the 

master builder of the Cathedral of Toledo. These designs correspond to the Gothic-Flemish 

canons of which they were knowledgeable. 

 

There are several remarkable elements, both inside and outside of the collegiate church. 

Examples of these are: the different heights of the three naves that make up the structure, 

the Gothic flying buttresses that reinforce the central nave, the two entrance doors and the 

building’s interior. 

 

One of the most representative and striking works of the collegiate church is the main 

altarpiece, whose author was unknown for some time, but fortunately we now know that it 

was made by Juan Correa de Vivar, around 1560. 

 

This work has architectural, sculptural and pictorial parts, the first of which is made of 

gilded wood, consisting of four sections, with columns, and human and angel heads. It is 

made up of a total of 12 panels depicting scenes from the life of Christ. In the central aisle 

we find: in the upper part, The Calvary; in the central part, The Last Supper; and in the 

lower part, the Tabernacle. 

 

It has a noteworthy choir, with scenes from the life of Christ. 

 

The whole church is an ode to the Sacrament, where representative symbols are abundant, 

both on the façades and inside. Music appears everywhere in various forms. 

 

Chapel of the Santísimo Cristo de la Sangre: 

This chapel was originally annexed to the Hospital of the Holy Trinity, whose construction 

was instructed by testamentary order of Gutierre de Cárdenas and executed by his widow 

Teresa Enríquez at the beginning of the 16th century. 

 

It is a single-nave building with a main chapel, covered by a ribbed ogival dome and 

decorated at its apse with a Baroque altarpiece and some Mannerist frescoes depicting 

scenes from the Passion. 

 

In addition, inside there are a series of high-quality images. Some examples are a Crucified 

Christ from the late 16th century brought from America. This image is located in the Main 
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Chapel. Another Crucified Christ from the 18th century, known as “the Servant”, can be 

found in the Chapel of Santa Ana and is a great example of the Madrid School. Finally, a 

pair of sculptures, also from the 18th century, Isidore the Laborer and Santa María de la 

Cabeza. 

 

Not to be forgotten is the baroque organ located in the choir of the chapel. 

 

Old Water Depot: 

A building that exemplifies part of the industrial heritage of the second half of the 20th 

century. 

 

It is a tall octagonal tower, about 25 metres high, used for water storage. 

 

The combination of bricks and granite ashlars has given the space a defensive aspect, 

presenting a certain openness with the hollows appearing throughout. It has become a 

benchmark for reference and location within the town. 

 

Railway Station: 

A clear example of the 19th century historicist architecture. In this construction, a recovery 

of the classical styles can be seen in the form of the semicircular arches, arranged on two 

floors, and completed at the upper end by a series of oculi. 

 

The building material is stone masonry and brick, which gives some composition to the 

structure. 

 

Plaza España 

It responds to the urban typology of the Castilian cities founded in America. Rectangular in 

shape and well-ordered, it acted as the political and commercial hub in Torrijos. 

 

On its northwest side, it was located the old town hall, a space that corresponded to the 

now disappeared palace of the Gutiérrez-Enríquez couple, and a great example of 

Renaissance civil architecture. 

 

The arcaded galleries running along the sides of the square allow the citizens to keep doing 

their business in adverse weather conditions. 

 

Hospital of the Holy Trinity (Hospital de la Santísima Trinidad): 

Founded by testamentary order of Gutierre de Cárdenas and executed by his widow Teresa 

Enríquez at the beginning of the 16th century. It is the first hospital in the whole of Spain 

to follow a conventual typology – it is articulated around a cloister. 
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It occupies the old Jewish quarter of Torrijos, a place that was left empty after the 

expulsion of Jews from Spain in 1492. The construction was based on pre-existing spaces 

such as the synagogue, which was used for one of the healing naves of the succeeding 

Hospital. 

 

From 1941 to 1976 the function of the site was transformed due to the action of the Sisters 

of St. Anne, who reused the former hospital space as an educational centre. 

 

It is currently undergoing rehabilitation and restoration 

 

Further information can be found in the following links: 

 

https://www.torrijos.es/turismo/ruta-de-los-castillos.html 

 

http://agendat.torrijos.es/turismo/rutas/ruta-de-los-castillos/ 

 

https://es.wikiloc.com/rutas-mountain-bike/la-ruta-de-los-5-castillos-de-la-comarca-de-

torrijos-noves-barcience-caudilla-maqueda-y-escalona-to-11642677 

 

https://www.hotellasalve.com/lugares-interes/ruta-de-los-castillos/ 

 

And Google maps for location, distances and travel times from one castle to another. 


